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In the introduction, after a short presentation of
IBM’s activity in 1991, the authors remark:

"Logical Unit 6.2 (LU 6.2) is at the heart of IBM’s
new software line. The inherent and broad benefits
of LU 6.2 software are likely to further increase
IBM’s software revenues."

The report provides a "history" of LU 6.2, focussing
on what LU 6.2 is and what it can do. The report
provides a high-level analysis that will guide future
network planning,

The report is organized in 12 chapters:

1. Executive Summary (an introduction to IBM’s
LU 6.2 networking; LU 6.2 concepts;
peer-to-peer networking)
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2. LU 6.2 Overview (LU 6.2 history; association
and interaction with SNA "Systems Network
Architecture”, APPC "Advanced Program-
to-Program Communications’, API" Application
Programming Interface"; LU 6.2 commands)

3. LU 62 Applications (proprietary configurations;
closed and open implementations)

4. Logical Units and Physical Units (a full
explanation of logical and physical units; entry
points to the IBM SNA network using
LEN = Low Entry Networking)

5. Systems Network Architecture (components, layers,
session types, devices; SNA-supported hardware)

6. Advanced Program-to-Program Communications
(significant evolutionary steps; relationship to
LU 6.2)

7. Advanced Peer-to-Peer Networking
(communications strategy’s functions;
characteristics;’ connectivity options;
associations with SNA)

8. Systems Applications Architecture
(environments, components and product
support; market activity by non-IBM vendors;
future implementation)

9. LU 62 Implementations (role in enterprise
networks; IBM’s network management scheme;
relationship to OSI "Open Systems Interconnect”)

10.Applications Architecture (concepts and
technical aspects of LU 6.2 applications
architecture)

11.LU 6.2 Third-Party Product Support
(product features and specifications
from Novell, Siemens-Nixdorf, Apple
Computer and other leading
manufacturers)

12.Conclusion (summary report; how LU 6.2
affects future communications product and
communications vendors).
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This report is a concise, well-structured
presentation of IBM’s concepts and strategy for
computer communications. It is a guide for
programmers, system managers and research
workers, an entry point to a new study in this area.

The working out of the report is also to be
remarked: table of contents, list of tables, list of
figures, glossary of associated terms, addresses of

companies mentioned in the report, index, report
evaluation form. The necessary data are easy to
find and the authors, using the report evaluation,
can go further their work. This organization of the
report is a good example for other specialists.

Dragos Buga
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